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Miscellaneous Katelligence. ‘a 
AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


The folloging statement of the affairs of the Amevi- 
can Sunday School Unioa, is intended to explhiin the ne- 
cessity Of an effurt which is at present making to increase 
its patronage. 


The American Sunday School Union, took 
is nge from the “ Philadelphia Sunday and 
{dult$ Schoo! Union,” which was formed in the 
yet $817, for the supply of the schools in and 
about the city of Philadelphia. At the end 
of six years, the last mentioned association, 
though local in its name and design, found it- 
self to be a national or general Society, and 
was actually affording supplies to the greater 
part of the Sabbath Schools in the United 
states. In May, 1824, the Constitution of this 
Society was so altered as to make it in form, 
what it had become in fact, a general institu- 
tien, At this time, the Philadelphia Union had 
in its connexion, not less than 49,619 children 
under the care of 7,300 teachers ia the different 
States. 

In May, 1825, one year after the change had 
taken place, the number of children in connex- 
ion, had increased to 82,607, and the teachers 
to 11,295. 

In May, 1826, the number of scholars report- 
ed in the schools in connexion, was 135,074, 
and of the teachers 19,208. 

In May, 1827, there were in the schools 
174,191 children, under the care of 24,307 
teachers; and 

In May, 1828, at the late anniversary the 
children had increased beyond all expectation, 
to the number of 259,656, and the teachers to 
the number of 32,308. 

This is as near as can be given, the present 
charge of the American Sunday Schoo! Union. 
This the interesting family which God has com- 
mitted to its care, to be supplied by its exer- 
tions, with the bread which cometh down froin 
Neaven. 

During the first year, the sales from the De- 
pository of the Union,.amounted to about 
$4,000. In the second year, they were $9,000. 
In the third year, they had increased to $19,250, 
and in the fourth year, which was the last, they 
amounted to no less than $53,650. These sales 
are not expected to add any thing to the capi- 
tal stock of the Society. The books are sold 
at cost, with only such an advance as will cover 
the expenses incurred in conducting the estab- 
lishment. For books sold, there is due the So- 


ciety, at least $26,000, distributed in small 
amounts over the United States. These cred- 
its have been given, in order to encourage the 
formation of new schools. It is probable, this 
sum in time will be returned: little dependence, 
_ however, can be placed upon it, in conducting 
| the business of the Society. 

| Atthe late Anniversary meting, when many 
of the friends of Sunday Schools were present 
in Philadelphia, and a large number of dele- 
yates froin the several Auxiliary Societies, the 
situation of the “American Union,” became a 
subject of particular inquiry and explanation. 
A meeting of the delegates was held, to confer 
upon the state of the Union. At which time, 
among others, the following resolutions were 
adopted. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this meet- 
ing, the time has come when the American 
Sunday School Union is called upon by the 
Christian community, greatly to enlarge its op- 
erations in the preparation and publication of 
suitable books for the Sunday Schools of our 
country ; to establish more extensively Sabbath 
Schools among our German population, and to 
commence the translation of their publications 
into the German language; aud to establish 
Sabbath Schools among our seamen and other 
classes of people, who are not yet brought un- 
der the influence of the Sabbath School sys- 
tein; and to employ an increased ‘number of 
energetic Agents, with a view to raise the ne- 
cessary funds, and accomplish these measures. 
And that the delegates composing this meeting 
will use their influence to inducefthe*Auxilia- 
ries which they represent, to aid in procuring 
the means necessary to accomplish these ob- 
jects, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the 
Board to make an urgent appeal) forthwith, to 
the friends of Sabbath Schools in the principal 
cities and towns of our country, to obtain funds 
to be immediately applied to extend, with renew- 
ed zeal and energy, the benefits of this Institu- 
tion. 

Resolved, That this meeting, after having pos- 
sessed and employed the most ample means of 
investigating the proceedings of the American 
Sunday School Union, do cordially and unani- 
mously approve of the open and undisguised 
manner in which its affairs have been conduct- 
ed, and hereby express their high commenda- 
tion of the zeal, discretion, self-denial, and dil- 
igence, of its Board of Managers. 

At a subsequent meeting composed of dele- 
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after a forcible and impressive address, by the 
Rev. Lyman Beecher, D. D., the following pre- 
amble and resolutions were passed unani- 
mously. 

PREAMBLE.—Whereas this meeting deems 
the success of the American Sunday School 
Union to be intimately connected with the uni- 
versal establishment, and predicted prosperity 
of the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ upon 
the earth, and considers the present time as 


highly auspicious for a far greater extension of 
its Operations, in order to meet the wants of 


our increasing population, and the widening 
and ripening fields of usefulness now presented 


to it, on which it may diffuse the blessings of 


the Sabbath School system among many class- 
es that have not yet experienced its blessings: 
and whereas this meeting rejoice to learn that 
the Delegates from Auxiliary Unions who at- 
tended the recent anniversary, have recom- 
mended that efforts should be forthwith made 
to raise means in every part of our country, to 
enable the Society to carry on its operations in 
a manner, and to an extent, corresponding in 
some measure to the magnitude and excellence 
of the object which it aims at accomplishing ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the American Sunday School 
Union ought to take immediate measures to es- 
tablish, or cause, or procure to be established, 
Sabbath Schools in every place in the United 
States and Territories where there is a suffi- 
cient population. 

Resolved, That with a view of accomplishing 
the objects set forth in the preceding preamble 
and resolution, a subscription be now circulated 
in this meeting, and that we will pay to the 
Treasurer of the American Sunday School Un- 
ion, on or before the first day of April, 1829, 
the sums attached to our respective naines. 

The subscriptions which were commenced at 
this meeting in compliance with the last resolu- 
tion, immediately amounted to about $5000. It 
is expected that $10,000 will be subscribed in 
Philadelphia this present year. 

The present statement and appea! is made 
under A on impression, that the American 8. 
S. Union is strictly a National or General So- 
ciety: and as such, that every part of our coun- 
try has an equal interest in its prosperity, and 
nee to contribute toits support. ‘The schools 
in Philadelphia, or Pennsylvania, derive no oth- 
er advantage from the “Union,” than those in 
New-York, Boston, or any other place. It is 
designed to be a common fountain of truth, 
sending out its streams through the whole 
land, and making glad every part of the city 
of God. 

If this Society, as was well expressed in one 
of the resolutions, passed at the late Anniver- 
sary, is “eminently adapted to promote the in- 
tellectual and moral culture of the nation, to 
perpetuate our republican and religious insti- 
tutions, and to reconcile eminent national pros- 
perity with moral purity and future biessed- 
ness:” if it is of importance to perpetuate one 
of the most beautiful illustrations of Christian 
love and fellowship, united in a common cause, 
and laboring together for the advance of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom: if it is of any conse- 
quence for the preservation of our national 
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weal, that the streams of knowledge which are 
beginning to flow in every direction, whereby 
the character of our citizens is daily becomiy 
more intellectual and refined, should be kept 
pure from the poison of infidelity, and rendereg 
salubrious by the influence of Gospel truth; j¢ 
it is desirable that the moral power, which jg 
thus conferring upon the nation, should be 4j. 
rected to the support of religion and virtue: 
above all, if the youth of our country, who are 
the hope of the Church, are to be brought up 
for Christ, and prepared for his service, then 
let the American Sunday School Union, and g|] 
similar institutions which are aiming at these 
ends, be liberally supported. 
GrorGeE Boyn, 
General Agent of A. S. SU 


GROWTH IN KNOWLEDGE. 


[From the Calvinistic Magazine, by one of Re Editors} 


The Holy Spirit hath said, “The path of the 
just is as the shining light, that shineth more ang 
more unto the perfect day.” Absolute perfec. 
tion is not possessed by the newly converted 
soul, and hence the command, to “ py in 
grace and in the knowledge of our Log.j,) ems 
Christ.” There is a growth in kn e, as 
well as in grace, enjoined on the believer. In- 
attention to this fact, has often occasioned er. 
roneous sentiments among pious people. This 
life is but our birth day; saints will grow in ac- 
quaintance with God and things divine, through 
all eternity. And yet, how prone are we, in 
the very commencement of our religious course, 
to fancy ourselves fully qualified to pronounce 
without hesitation on the most high and solemn 
questions that relate to the things of God? 
Many a Christian has been kept in darkness for 
years by reason of some hasty decision con- 
cerning the doctrine of the gospel, rashly made 
in the very infancy of his christianity. O that 


all Christians, and especially the young, would 
treasure up in their minds that precious coun- 


cil of the Holy Spirit: “ Trust in the Lord with 
all thine heart; and lean not to thine own un- 
derstanding.” God has given us a “sure word 
of prophecy,” for our direction, to which we do 
well to “take heed, as unto a light that shineth 
ina dark place.” But, O what mournful in- 
roads has error made in the church, when the 
professed friends of the Redeemer have not 
followed the light of God’s word, but have 
“leaned to their own understanding.” 

In a clear night, when the multitude of stars 
that are scattered over the heavens apparently 
without any regularity or order, are visible to 
the naked eye, should you tell the man who is 
utterly unacquainted with the science of 4s- 
tronomy, that these luminous specks are worlds, 
many of them larger than the one on which he 
stands, and that they areal! moving with admi- 
rable harmony, according to the plan of ther 
Author, he would think your statement at» 
gether incredible, for he sees nothing like orde 
or harmony in all that strikes his eye. In like 
manner, the man who leans to his own under 
standing, and is not sufficiently attentive to the 
voice of God. When he looks around him on 
the multitude of events which daily occur, and 





sees in them much that to his eye is confusio 
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h are and disorder, be feels confident that those who 
reby maintain that God is “working ali things after 
re the counsel of his own will,” are grossly mista- 
kept ken. He fancies that he sees conclusive proof 
lered that Satan and wicked men are driving the 
th; if world before them, and that the counsel of God 
ch ig does tiot’prevail. Your assertion of the regu- 
De di. lar movements and harmonious revolutions of 
rue : the heavenly bodies, is confidently denied by 
O are the ignorant man; he tells you it cannot be, 
nt up for it contradicts the testimony of his senses. 
then Why does he think so? Because he concludes 
ad all he has a full view of the whole creation.— 
these Whereas, it is but a small portion that his eye 

js capable of taking in atonce. And the man 
rD, splits on the same rock, who, because the events 
SU which take place around him are different from 


what he thinks are wisest and best, therefore 
afirms absolutely that God cannot have ap- 
inted them so, and is not ‘working all things 
after the counsel of his own will.’ 
“One part, one little part we dimly sean, 
Through the dark medium of life’s feverish dream, 
{et dare arraign the whole eternal plan, 
[f}ggt that little part incongruous seem.” 
Wé have a record of excellent men, in ages 
st, who for a time were in darkness on 
this subject. When Joseph was forced away 
trom his and affectionate father, and solid 
in Egypt for a slave, and there for many years 
confined in a dungeon, how dark, how full of 
perplexity was the whole transaction! Indeed 
there is no evidence from the history, that as 
yet it had ever entered Joseph’s head, that this 
was God’s plan for advancing the glory of his 
t name, and the interests of his Zion; and 
t one day he would see the harmony, and 
beauty, and grandeur of that whole dispensa- 
tion, now so mysterious and dark. Joseph ap- 
pears to have looked only at the agency of man, 





that in the transaction—the agency of his brethren 
ould who sold hirn—the merchants who brought him 
oun- to Egypt—the Egyptians who imprisoned him. 
with Hear his language to the chief butler: “For I 
un- indeed was stolen away out of the land of the 
vord Hebrews: and here also I have done nothing 
edo that they should put me into this dungeon.— 
neth Think on me when it shall be well with thee, 
| in- and show kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and 
) the make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring 
not @ meout of this house.” Gen. xl. 14,15. But 

have Joseph lived to see the day when the plan of 
» God was ripe for accomplishment. Then his 

tars eye discerned a higher hand than that of his 
ntly — brethren, the Ishmaelites, and the Egyptians, 
eto — inthis whole matter. The wonderful ways of 
10 is God thrilled hissoul with admiration. He saw 
 BS- the church preserved, the kingdoms around 
Ids, kept alive, through a long destructive famine, 
a he and the honor of the God of Israel exalted in 
imi- the view of the nations. Then he saw that the 
her whole transaction was planned and moved for- 


rt ward by the counsel of the Almighty. Hear 
rde his language to his brethren: “I am Joseph 
like your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. Now 
der- therefore be not grieved nor angry with your- 
the selves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send 
1 on me before you to preserve life. God sent me be- 





and {i fore you, to preserve you a posterity in the 
ston earth, and to save your lives by a great deliver- 
; ance. So now it was not you that sent me 
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hither, but God: and he bath made me a fa- 
ther to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and 
a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. But 
as for you, ve thought evil against me; but God 
meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this 
day, to save much people alive.” Gen. xlv. 4, 
5, 7, 8, and 1, 20. Take another instance.— 
When ‘Jesus began to show unto his disciples, 
how that he must go into Jerusalem, and suffer 
many things of the elders and chief priests, and 
scribes, and be killed,’ Peter, “leaning to his 
own understanding,” quite confident that such 
a dreadful event as the killing of the holy, 
harmless Jesus, could form no part of the plan 
of a wise ‘and holy God, ‘began to rebuke’ his 
master, for holding and teaching such doctrine: 
* Be it far from thee, Lord ; this shall not be un- 
to thee.” Jesus with unusual severity reproved 
him. “Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art 
an offence unto me: for thou savorest not the 
things that be of God, but those that be of men,” 
nlainly teaching that his ‘ suffering many things 
and being killed,’ of which Peter did not approve, 
was the plan of God. Matt. xvi. 21—23. But Pe- 
ter lived to see the day, when light from on high 
shone on this wonderful transaction. He saw 
that the death of his master brought life to the 
world, and that heaven should be peopled, and 
the praises of the Lord celebrated through all 
eternity, by multiudes which no man can num- 
ber, washed from their sins in that fountain 
opened on Calvary. And now he glories in 
5 ot Christ, and him crucified. Now, he 
sees, that what astounded him at first as alto- 
gether incredible, isthe plan of that God, “ who 
is wonderful in council and excellent in work- 
ing.” Hear him on the ~~: of Pentecost, ad- 
dressing the crucifiers of his master: “ Him, 
being delivered by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken and with 
wicked hands have crucified and slain.” Acts 
ji. 23. And a few days after, to the same peo- 
ple, he says, “And now, brethren, I wot that 
through ignorance ye did it, as did also your 
rulers. But those things which God before had 
showed by the mouth of all his prophets, that 
Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled.” Acts 
iii. 17, 18. And indeed, all the disciples, though 
at first perhaps as reluctant as Peter to believe 
it, were now so thoroughly imbued with this 
doctrine, that we find it not only in their ser- 
mons, but in their prayers. In Acts iv. 27, 22, 
we find them uniting, with one heart, in this 
address to God: “For of a truth against thy 
holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, 
both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gen- 
tiles and people of Israel, were gatherod to- 
gether, for to do whatsoever thy hand and thy 
counsel determined before to be done.” 

Now, it is not strange, that while the church 
is in a low condition, and the power of Satan is 
great among the nations, there should be many 
pious people, who, like Joseph in the dungeon, 
and like Peter in the infancy of his Christian- 
ity, are disposed to deny that many events 
which they witness, belong to the wise and 
good plan of the great God. But, as Jeseph 
and Peter advanced in divine knowledge until! 
they obtained more exalted views of the truth 
of God, so all true Christians shall grow in the 
knowledge of God, until all their errors sha!! 
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be cast away. The path of the just, like the 
shining light shineth more and more until the 
perfectday. And thus when the church attains 
the full maturity of her glory in the Millennial 
day, all her children shall see eye to eye. Ani 
in the heavenly state, God shall wipe all tears 
from the eyes of his people, for he will then 
shew them, that he has done all things well. 
GALLAHER. 


I HAVE GOT A HOPE, 


‘To the Editor of the Vermont Chronicle. 

Your remarks in a late paper on the phrase, 
* religion is something for the heart,” which in 
avery bad sense goes with many people for a 
wondrously wise saying, good enough to be a 
maxim, reminded me of an anecdote, which I 
had from the lips of a sensible, consistent, chris- 
tian minister. A clergyman observed, that a 
woman, who had been negligent of public wor- 
ship, became all at once one of his “ stated hear- 
ers.” It was clear, moreover, from ber counte- 
nance, that she listened to divine truth with se- 
rious attention. The man of God was encour- 
aged in his work by her appearance; and was 
waiting to see her give herself up to the Lord, 
and so hots her song of salvation. But sudden- 
ly her place in the house of prayer became emp- 
ty. Atlength the preacher paid her a visit.— 
Madan, said he, I have for sometime observed 
With pain, that your accustomed place in the 
house of God is left unoccupied : What can be 
the matter ? “O Sir,” replied the woman with a 
great deal of self-complacency : “J have got a 
hope!” She had got religion—yot a hope—got 
her heart changed; what more had she to do? 
Why goto meeting? Religion was something 


for the heart; why put herself to the trouble of 
going up to “ Zion,” to listen to long trains of 


thought and argument—to fill her head with 
long sermons, when she had got a hope ? 

Far different were the views and sentiments 
of an old colored woman, of precious christian 
memory, whom when a boy I used frequently 
to see. She met her Minister one day, return- 
ing from the sick chamber of a man of high 
standing in society, whom every body had 
known as a shrewd, wily, devoted worldling.— 
This man on his dying bed had the tillof a 
chest rumaged, where was found in a state of 
good preservation, the copy of “ an experience” 
which he had when a young man. This of 
course was his stick to swim upon as he passed 
that river, over which no bridge was ever 
thrown. “ Well,” said Betty, as she leaned up- 
on her staff, and with much humility and affec- 
tion, looked up into the face of her minister: 
“how does Col. M2?”—* Oh, I don’t knew” re- 
plied Mr. H., “he has an old hope.” Betty’s 
countenance fell; she had heard enough. She 
turned away with a sigh, and exclaimed, “ Ah, 
Mr. H., we want bread every day !” 

What do these religionists mean, who, when 
they have “ got a hope,” think their work done ? 
Ilave they never heard of a “race” to be run; 
ofa*“battle’ to be fought? Have they never 
heard of the rudiments of religion? And have 
they forgotten, whose voice urged the church 
to go on to perfection? Have they forgotten the 
example of him, who pressed! oward the mark ? 
je never thought of speaking of the battle as 


I have got a hope.—The Inquiry Meeting. 
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fought, till he saw the captain of his salvation 
beckon him off from the ground of conflicg 
Mr. Editor, I was much pleased, and I hopg 
somewhat profited by your remarks; and fe. 
joice that “you feel yourself bound, solemnly, 
earnestly, and continually to protest” agains: 
scuh views and sentiments. You cannot f{aj] tp 
be a powerful and most welcome helper to ey- 
ery devoted minister, whose people, read your 
columns. 





From the N. H. Observer, 


THE INQUIRY MEETING. 


“ You need not carry your flute into the meer. 
ing to night,” said the sextonto a young man as 
he passed by with his instrument ; “it ts the in. 
quiry meeting.” 

1e young man stopped suddenly; and after 
hesitating a while, began to take his flute apart, 
and having placed each joint carefully in his 
pocket, walked slowly away. 

Hie had thought that it was the evening for 
the Choir. ‘This word inguriry meeting filled 
him with ap uncommon sensation ; not merely 
because he was disappointed of his mevtiay, 
but because he was reminded of hous of 
sadness and grief, which had borne dowéa his 
youthful spirit to the dust. He lad for a long 
time attemled the inquiry meeting: he had 
wept in secret over his sins, or rather, at the 
consequences which he knew must follow them 
in the world to come; but not being able to ob. 
tain that relief which comes only with the tears 
of ‘repentance unto life,’ he resolved to banish 
all thoughts of eternity from his mind, and 
live on, without hope, and without God in the 
world, 

The inquiry meeting had been to him the 
scene of agony which cannot be told. He had 
known there what is was to be bowed down 
under a sense of guilt; to feel its awful demer- 
it; to tremble on the verge of endless ruin ; and 
to be filled with alternate emotions of hope 
and sudden despair. The stillness and solem- 
nity of the meeting had often raised his feel- 
ings toa state of insupportable anguish ; and 
as the hours went in a rapid succession, he 
felt that the time of probation was wasting 
away, and that he had made no preparation for 
a dying hour. 

The inquiry-meeting had of late been ex- 
changed for the ball room! There, surround- 
ed with a thoughtless multitude, he tried to 
wear off his serious impressions, but though 
he could sometimes succeed in being cheerful, 
he could not entirely banish from his mind 
the thoughts of a coming judgment. His mind 
would frequently wander while engaged iu 
conversation, and an attentive observer might 
have seen that the amusements of the ball room 
were not altogether congenial with his feel- 
ings. 

A short time since, he was seen again at th: 
inquiry meeting. He told his minister that the 
circumstance of his mistaking the evening of 
the inquiry meeting for that of the singing so- 
ciety, was the means of renewing his impres- 
sions. “When I was told at the door,” said 
he, “that the inquiry meeting was to be held 
that evening, I hesitated for some time wheth- 
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whispered, ‘it may be the last time! and then 
again I thought that it was of no use for me to 
try any more to become a Christian. Before I 
was aware of it, | had arrived at my home. 1] 
have DOW come once more te ask what I shall do 
to be Saved, and whether there is mercy for a 
rembling sinner. If I perish, I will perish at 
the thréhne of grace.” 

fle would, however, have been the first who 
perished there. His cry for mercy was heard in 
heaven; for he came that night, for the first 
time, as & ruin’d sinner, and ask’d for pardon 
on the ground of a Saviour’s merits and not as 
something to which he had a just claim. He 
jg now a monument of sovereign mercy, aud 
bis language to every ss alee sinner is, “ Be- 
lieve, and your peace wil in. 

sich ls ' W. H. 





DR. LOWELL. 


We humbly ask pardon of Dr. L. for having 
intimated that he wasaUnitarian. We felt au- 
thorised to do so, as he was supposed to be on 
yvrms of unrestricted fellowship with avowed 
Vay s—has been forward to assist them in 
fornfing churches, dedicating meeting houses, 
aniOrdaining ministers—has uniforinly acted 
with them im Convention, and has been confi- 
dently claimed, as one of their number. No 
longer ago than last summer, when the Unita- 
rians of Beston undertook to make a display 
of their numbers and strength, the West church, 
if not its pastor, went to swell the amount. But 
it seems we all have been mistaken. Dr. Low- 
ptt is NoT A Unitarian. ‘ He neither takes 
thename, nor belongs to the party.’ When the 
Unitarians of Boston take their next census, 
they will plea » to remember this, and leave 
him out of it; and if bis ministry in future, 
shall be in a good degree conformable to the 
declaration here made, whenever we have oc- 
casion to speak of him again, we shali be sure 
not todo bim the injustice se much as to hint 
that he is a Unitarian. 

We only add, that if any others, common- 
ly reputed Unitariaus, wish publicly to disown 
‘the name and the party,’ (and we hear it sug- 
gested there are such,) they have the privi- 
lege of doing it in our pages.—Spirit of the Pil- 
grims. 





From the New-Hampshire Observer. 
PRAY FOR US. 

A devoted Minister was settled under the 
most flattering prospects; all hearts glowed 
with warm affection towards him; the remark 
wae frequent, “There is no-body like our minis- 
ter.” ‘His meetings were attended by crowds 
who listened in breathless silence to the messa- 
fin of the gospel as they flowed from his lips. 

is efforts were blessed ; religion was revived, 
and sinners were converted. But the severity 
of his labors was too much for the minister; 
his health declined, and his labors were sus- 
pended. Long time had passed away before he 
was again able to meet his people in the house 
of God; and when he did, oh the change! the 
coldness of indifference had drawn a veil over 
their once warm hearts. Soon, the sly insinu- 
ation was started ; the meaning eye was wink- 


an 
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ed; presumptions were raised,—our minister 
is not just as he should be—his family affairs 
are not managed exactly right. His sermons 
must pass the ordeal of criticism, and all this 
done even by the female members of his church! 
He is blamed, because, when preaching on the 
benevolence of God, he does not make total 
depravity his main argument. Thus this in- 
quisitiveness passes from one thing to another, 
ull fault-finding with their minister is the com- 
mon topic of conversation. The consequences 
that followed | need not detail. And why was 
all this? ‘The secret is here, beloved Chris- 
tians, take the warning, they did not pray for 
their minister. Devos. 


A QUESTION OF DUTY. 


I turn towards the duties devolving on those 
who have awakened to the evils of intemper- 
ance, and have commenced a reforn. It is not 
particularly of those who have been drunkards 
that I speak ; it is of all who have in any way 
countenanced the common use of intoxicating 
liquors. ‘The importer, the distiller, the vender, 
and the consumer, are all considered as having 
aided and abetted. All therefore are called up- 
on to reform; and it is cheering to know that in 
many cases the importer has ordered no more 
rum, gin or brandy,—that the distiller has sold 
his apparatus—the retail merchant purchases 
no ardent spirits, and his customers call for 
none. This is as it should be. But, is this all 
that these enlightened and reformed ones have 
todo? My present reply must be confined to 
sncb as have reformed in the use of dangerous 
stimulants. I well know that it is becoming 
common toapply the profits of retrenchments 
in this department to the indulgence of pride in 
furniture, dress or equipage. And aknowledge 
of this, occasions a distressing abatement from 
the pleasure I should otherwise feel in that glo- 
rious reform, the steady progress of which must 
cheer the heart of every philanthropist and ev- 
ery Christian. Were it not too heathonish an 
allusion, I would inquire of such, have you with- 
held your libations to Intemperance, merely 
that you may present a more acceptable offer- 
ing to Pride? And most seberly will I ask, Is 
there but one kind of excess? Must you still 
rob God? Has he no claims upon what you 
save by adisuse of ardent spirits? Should it 
not be sacredly devoted to repairing the ruin, 
to cause which you have so bountifully contri- 
buted ?—Char. Mirror. 


IMPORTANCE OF EXAMPLE, 














intoxicating liquors. He told how it counter- 
acted the influence of divine truth—banishing 
religious thought from the mind, and religious 
feeling from the heart. He told how the tipler 
sometimes visits the house of God, and is there 
made to feel the sword of the spirit—how he 
retires awakened, convicted, and wnhappy— 
and how the bottle soon reconciles Lins to hinn- 
self and lulls his conscience to sleep, so that, 
in afew hours he is a more hardened and heed 
less sinner than before. There was one among 
ithe audience, whe found in this sketch an ex- 
;act history of bis own hie. He bad offn been 





A clergyman was pleading against the use of 
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convicted, but his convictions had so often left | at dinner at the commencement of the Voyage, 


A pleasant voyage.—How to prevent 


him in a few hours after he had returned home. 
This view of his conduct startled him: he ab- 
jured the bottle, and ere long becaine a Chris- 
tian. 

How many souls have gone down to death 
as this one seemed likely to do, no man can tell. 
Multitudes, however, it isto be feared, contend 
with this weapon, against the truth and spirit 
of God. Shallthose who know and love the 
truth, continue by their example to encourage 
such a course? Shall they stand by, consent- 
ing apparently that these men should go down 
tothe grave? Shali they notrather by an open 
and decided reftisal to have any thing to do 
with ardent spirits, enter their solemn protest 
against it? If meat make my brother to offend, 
I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I 
make my brother to offend. But what sort of lo- 
gic can any one who acknowledges that the 
apostle to the Gentiles was right in this, justify 
himself in the use of ardent spirits? While 
the subject is exciting so much attention, the 
example of every Christian has its influence, 
for good, or for evil ; and how, but by refusing 
to drink, can any one be sure that no near rel- 
ative, no familiar friend, or neighbor or ac- 
quaintance, is enouraged by bis example to do 
that which shall lead to death !—Vt. Chron. 





LADIES’ TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 

The ladies of a town in Ohio have formed them- 
selves into a Temperance Society, and adopted the fol- 
lowing Constitutiou : 


“ We the subscribers, having witnessed and 
heard of many cases of misery and ruin, in con- 
sequence of the free use of ardem spirits; and 
desirous to prevent if possible so great evils: 
Therefore resolved, 1. We will wholly abstain 
from the use of ardent spirits on all occasions 
except when prescribed by a temperate physician. 
2. e will discountenance all addresses in any 
of the male sex, with a view of matrimony, if 
they shall be known to drink any ardent spirits, 
either periodically or on any public occasion. 
3. We as mothers, daughters, and sisters will 
use our influence to prevent the connexion of 
our friends, with a man who shall habitually 
drink any kind of ardent spirits.” 


A PLEASANT VOYAGE. 


On board one of our beautiful London pack- 
ets, which had a great many passengers, one of 
the gentlemen had provided himself with a 
good supply of religious Tracts. The perusal 
of these excited general interest throughout 
the ship. In the cabin, gambling and drinking 
were not seen during the voyage, but the iuter- 
vals between eating and sleeping were occupi- 
ed in reading these Tracts. Several of the pas- 
sengers came to the person who furnished them, 
to express their thanks for the privilege they 
had enjoyed. They did not know that the tracts 
were so interesting, and wished for some to 
take on shore with them, “Ihe sailors also re- 
ceived supplies of Tracts from week to week 
with great thankfulness, and spent much time 
in reading them. Nota single pint of spirits 
was drunk at the table by the whole company. 
The pint decanter, which was filled and set on 
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was still unemptied at its close. They enjoyed 
the privilege of having prayer, with the reaq. 
ing of the Scriptures, every evening, and also 
of worship on the Sabbath, whenever tho 
weather would permit. The preacher foyng 
the sailors a very attentive and interesting par; 
of his audience. Inthe afternoon they were 
generally seen diligently reading the Tracts 
which were distributed after sermon. How 
long will it be, before all our packets, and oy; 
ships, shall be furnished with a regular supply 
of Tracts, with daily prayers in the cabin, and 
the regular worship of God on the Sabbazh? 
What has been, may be. It can be done, for 
it has been done. It is a good thing, and ther. 
Sore itis practicable.—Sailor’s Mag. 





From the New England Farwer. 


HOW TO PREVENT LAWSUITS. 


Some time since, it was in October, the 
weather being favorable for clearing land, A, 
H. determined to burn away the brush in ene 
of his pastures; the fire ran faster than’ was 
expected, and extended into the wood lot 0 his 
neighbor N. H., where it did considerable dan- 
age before it could be subdued. N. H. was ab- 
sent On a journey, at the time, and on his re. 
turn met with A. H. who expressed his regre: 
at the accident which had taken place, and hi 
readiness to satisfy him for the loss. Let us re. 
fer the case, said A. H., and the damages t 
be assessed, to two men we can trust, and le: 
those men be you and I. 

Your proposal, Mr. A. H. is very fair; but in 
such cases, two men have been known, at times, 
not to agree ; therefore, I wou! | propose to you, 
to leave it to one alone, and let thet man be 
your good self. You will take the case into con- 
sideration, and when we meet again, you will 
inform me at what amount you have fixed the 
loss. ‘The next time they met, A. H. inforined 
N. H. that he had walked over his wood lot, 
and that from the best opinion he could form 
of the injury it had received, he had estimated 
the loss at sixty-five dollars. N. H. professed 
himself perfectly satisfied with the liberal dam- 
ages which A. H. had brought in; but, neigh- 
bor, said he, it is a hard case, and therefore, I 
will propose to you, thut we should divide 
the loss; you pay me one half, and | will bear 
the rest. 

The parties alluded to, are Amos Harrington 
and Nathan Hagar, of the Rev. Mr. Field’s par- 
ish. Happy the town where hard cases, and 
all cases, are generally settled under the mild 
influence of such feelings! Happy the State 
where such spirit should prevail! Justice, 
equity and peace! It would have a tendency to 
shorten and simplify the work of legislation, 
and to relieve of part of their labors the minis. 
ters of the law. It would hasten the promise 
and happy period, when the moral Rose is 1 
bloom in the wilderness. J. M. G. 


Weston, 29th Dec. 1828. 
TREATMENT OF OPPOSERS. 


“If we are slanderously reported, we suffer 
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ance. We endeavor to wia them by persua- 
gion, and to soften them by kindness—to re- 
move prejudice and correct error by instruction. 
The efforts of those sectarians by whom | am 
surrounded are blended with passion, and con- 
sequently are transient in theirduration. ‘They 
have. yet to learn, that Religion, in the lan- 
e of Cecil, is rather a habit than a rapture, 
and that counting on frames and feelings, is 
not to walk by faith, with an humble depen- 
dance on God for a daily supply of the hid- 
den manna. They, however, begin to under- 
stand, that a caricature of Bible truth from the 
ulpit, and a reviling of characters which it is 
Both the misfortune and fault of the preacher 
te envy, is not preaching the gospel. 
Comment.— Be ye wise as serpents and 
harmless as doves.” “Charity suffereth long, 
and is kind.” “Bless them that curse you; 
pray for them that deepitefully use you and per- 
secute aoe: “ Overcome evil with good.”— 
Boston ] 


From the New-Hampsbire Observer. 


JOHN XVII, 12. 


that thou gavest me, I have kept, and none of 
' them is lost, but the son of perdition. 


Some have supposed that this passage neces- 
sarily implies that Judas was one of those, who 
were given to Christ, and that Christ makes an 
exception of him as one, whom he had not kept. 
Hence they have inferred, that one, who was 
once a sincere disciple of Christ, proved a trai- 
tor. A little attention to the use of the particle 
but, with its corresponding Greek, ei me, would 
have prevented this error. This conjunction is 
often used, not for the purpose of making an 

ion with respect to the person or things 
spoken of but to express a change of subject. 
or example, Christ te tut of the widows of 
Israel saya, Luke iv, ‘unto none of them 
was Eliassent, save (but) ei me, unto Surepta, a 
city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a wid- 
ow.’ That is, ‘Elias was sent to none of the 
widows of Israel, but he was sent to a gentile 
widow.’ Again, ‘many lepers were in Israe]— 
and none of them was cleansed saving (but) ei 
me, Naaman the Syrian.” Now we might just 
as rationally infer from these passages thut the 
Sidonian widow and Naaman the Syrian were 
Israelites, as from the passage above that Ju- 
das was once given to Christ, and was, before 
his treachery, a sincere disciple! All that the 
language Christ conveys is this—‘ none of 
them (that thou gavest ay by lost: but the son 
of perdition is lost’—i. e. he, whom thou never 
avest me, but who was the son of perdition, 
(serving of and destined to perdition) - a 
ost. .C. 


“For similar use of the conjunction ei me, see Matt. 
2:4. Mark 13: 32. Rev. 21: 27. 


NEW-YORK SEAMEN’S SOCIETY. 


Good Intentions.—The Society for promoting 
the gospel among seamen in the port of New- 
York; in their Fourth Report, presented in 
1828, the Board of Directors say— 





New-York Seamen’s Society. 





“It has been an earnest desire of the Board | 


287 
to open a school for the benefit of seamen and 
their families; and to adopt some system by 
which their boarding houses might be improv- 
ed. The scantiness of our funds has restricted 
us in the execution of these designs, though we 
do not by any means abandon them.” 


Good intentions should be well executed.—Now 
that the Society is freed from debt, by means of 
the liberal legacy of their late worthy President, 
and now that their weekly and quarterly col- 
lections meet the whole of their annual expen- 
ses, and now that the Board of managers are 
relieved from all their perplexing embarras- 
ments, and now that they have steered the ship 
well through the straits into smooth water, ao 
are rejoicing in the prosperity of their beloved 
institution, is it not to be hoped that nothing 
will induce them to suspend a moment the exe- 
cution of all “their ulterior pians for meliora- 
ting the moral condition of seamen.”’—Sailor’s 
Magazine. e 


Hope for Sailors.—A distinguished minister 
observed, there are two circumstances particu- 
larly encouraging for efforts to promote the 
conversion of seamen. One is, that the mer- 
ciful purposes of God are unfolding, and it can- 
not be supposed that seamen are to be passed 
by. The other is, that so many sailors are the 
children of pious parents and have had the 
prayer of faith offered in their behalf, and re- 
ceived the seal of the covenant. They were 
volatile, thoughtless, wild, and because they 
could not be restrained at home, many have 
been sent to sea. A pious widow told lim that 
formerly she used to think nothing would tempt 
her to send her son to sea. But now she had 
lived long enough to be glad there was such a 
place to send him to.—b. 

Ardent Spirits.—Several propositions are be- 
fore congress, respecting the daily half-pint of 
spirits, which forms a part of every day’s ra- 
tions in our army and navy. One inquiry was, 
into the expediency of abolishing the practice 
of furnishing spirits, and prohibiting suttlers to 
sellit. Another proposition was for a commit- 
tee to inquire for asubstitute. It is respectfully 
suggested to institute a general inquiry by the 
surgeons, respecting the fitness of the rations 
to promote the health and physical and moral 
strength of soldiers and sailors. Probably 
some useful facts might be elicited by such an 
inquiry. 

erhaps the best way is, to allow every sai- 
lor and soldier who practises total abstinence 
from ardent spirits, cents per month, be- 
sides the cost of his rations of spirits.—1b. 








Six Hundred Millions of Heathen.—A Indy in Cov- 
necticut, in a letter to a friend in New-Hampshire, in 
speaking of a little son, between 5 and 6 years of 
age, says—‘‘ He has got a pocket full of cents, and 
says he is going to buy Bibles for the Heathen, He 
says when he has supplied all the Heathen with Bi- 
bles, he shall buy something for himself; but when 1b 
told him there were six hundred millions of heathen, 
he enquired with a good deal of anxiety, Ma, woot 
some of them go to hell before | wet them all Bibles” 

Let every Christian ask himself a similar question 

Vermont Chron 
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“ Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth 
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THE JUDGMENT OF THE SCALES. 
[Concluded from page 553.] 
yD!) Spa sad N*—Dan. v. 25. 
Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin. 


“ ‘Thy days numbered, thine actions weighed, thy king- 
dom divided!” 

Another company now came forward, grasp- 
ing aroll in their hand, which seemed to inspire 
them with great confidence as they advanced 
to the throne. Justice took the roll, and with 
amazing rapidity glanced his eye first upon the 
contents and then upon the bearers of it. To 
describe his awful frown is beyond the power 
of language. I was able to discern, by means 
of the brilliant light which emanated from the 
throne and which rendered the roll transparent, 
the writing contained therein: it was a certifi- 
cate that the bearer was possessed of evangeli- 
cal faith, that his views of the gospel were pure 
and his experience great, that he was abie to 
discern spirits, so as to detect every individual 
who did not reach the perfect standard, and 
that, like Jehu, his relative from whom he de- 
scended, he had been zealous for the Lord of 
Hosts. I thought the signature and the seal of 


the certificate appeared different from those of |. 


the righteous ones. Justice exclaimed, with a 
countenance full of holy anger, “This is not 
the seal of my spirit, nor the signature of that 
Holy One. Vain presumptuous men, how ven- 
ture ye into my presence with a lie in your 
right hand.” “ Lord,” exclaimed one of them, 
“we have prophesied in thy name, we have 
contended for the truth. we have been perse- 
cuted for it.” “Bold intruders,” replied the 
Judge, 
Nothing but truth before my throne, 
With honor shall appear, 

Where is the certificate of the frueus of right- 
eousness ? Without holiness none shal! see 
my glory nor taste my bliss. Onward to the 
scales.” They obeyed reluctantly, bot when 
they entered the scales they appeared light a- 
air. What groans they uttered when the offi 
cer pronounced ihe words “ Found wanting.” 

In an instant they were driven away from 
his presence, but their lamentations were oud 
and piercing. I fell into a profound reverie, 


ee 


you have just seen from being exalted to heay- 
en by privileges, are now cast down to heli, 
They knew the way of righteousness, they 
were well acquainted with the scheme of sa/- 
vation in part, they could talk of its excellency 
aud profess to love it, but they were deficiey: 
in obedience. ‘They ealled Christ, Lord, ty 
did not the things he commanded. The Seaies 
pronounce none to be “ full weight” who do not 
combine true faith, heartfelt experience, and 
cheerful obedience. This was the religion of 
Enoch who walked with God, of Abraham 
who left his native country at God’s command, 
and of all those who ‘believe with the hear: 
unto righteousness.’ In passing through the 
world you will meet many a@ plausible error, 
and that error is most dangerous which. .nost 
resembles the truth. Look up to God_ for \is 
grace and the guidance of his Holy Spirit.— 
Study the divine word and be found much in 
prayer, that you may be preserved from the 
snares of the evilone. Follow no one further 
than he follows Christ. Associate with good 
nen, especially such as are the most spiritual!; 
minded. Thus will you be kept from the paths 
of the destroyer and finish your course wit; 
Joy. 

“Should any feeling of indifference in the 
ways of God steal upon you unawares, reflect 
on the awfulness of being weighed in the bal- 
anee and found wanting. Let the errors of 
others lead you to greater diligence, and let 
their failings rouse you to greater caution and 
activity. ‘A Christian is the highest style of 
man,’ and to be areal Christian is to be pos- 
sessed of the secret of true felicity, which con- 
sists in casting all earthly care upon God, and 
in looking daily to Him for grace to persevere 
in the way to the kingdom of heaven. This 
wilk be to you a source of consolation and en- 





‘couragement, that none will seek eternal hap- 


piness in vain who seek it in the appointed way 
sineerely and constantly.” Thus saying he 
vanished in a moment, and left me full ef won- 
Jer and admiration, determined, by the aid of 
the divine blessing, to give diligence to make my 
calling and election sure, that when weighed in 
the balance I may net be found wanting; but 
that through the sacrifice and merits of the Sa- 
viour of sinners, I may at length receive the 





lost in contemplating the awfulness of their 
state; L langed to see the gate through which | 
they were led, but all was darkness. I was | 
interrupted by the Revealer of Secrets, who 
observed, “ Let what you have just seen deeply 
impress you. These deluded characters whom 





*To please “ Incoguitus’’ we have had the He- 
brew caption corrected. But to us and our Gen- 
tile readers it was, and is now, no less incog. than 
our correspondent! "Iwas copied from, a London 
magazine, verbatim literatim et punctalem. The blun- 
der was therefore not of domestic manu facture.-—Ed 





fation of my reader! 


crown of life which the Lord hath promised to 
them that love him. May this be the determin- 
R. C. 


THE VACATION. 

The afternoon was so fine that Mr. Stanley 
permitted his pupils to take a walk to the lake 
which was about two miles distant from the 
school, It was a wild spot, which presented a 
scene of unparalleled beauty. As the boys 


walked along, the conversation turned chiefly 
upon the approaching vacation. 
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«J wonder what day it will be, said Charles 
Pearson—I wish it were come !—I am so tired 
of school—I wish there were no such things as 
Grammars, and Latin, and Greek. When I 
jeave School I am determined to give up all 
concern With such stuff—I have been kept at it 
jong enough; 1 will then think of ease and 
jeasure. 

“ That’s right, Charles, said a second, a third, 
and a fourth—No more exercises, no more Vir- 
il, Horace, Xenophon, and all the rest of them, 
then”-— 

“Stop, stop, said George Areher—yvou speak, 
Charles, without thinking; I look forward to 
the vacation too, and with much pleasure; but 
my reasons are widely different from yours.” 

“«Why—what are your reasons, George ?” 

“Next to the pleasure of seeing my dear pa- 
rents and friends, and revisiting the scenes of 
my infancy, I shall then have an opportunity of 
further improving my mind, and of conversing 
with some dear friends at home, upon that most 
important of all subjects—the salvation of my 

oul !”? 
ue onsense, George—Salvation indeed !— 
Whyfyou are not going to die yet; think how 
woe, time we all have to prepare for death !” 

“flow much time, Charles! do you not know 
that We cannot call one day, one hour, one 
minute our own ?—Have you forgotten what 
lersius says, 


“Vive, memor lethi: fugit hora”— 
Live, mindful of death—for time is flying. 


“* How many of our young companions have 
\een consigned tothe grave! Some of them 
aparently, much more likely to live than our- 
selves! And what has happened to them, may 
happen to me, and to you, Charles.” 

TVery true, George—but if you should die, 
vou need not fear that you should not be hap- 
py. You have not committed many sins, and 
besides God will vor deal strictly with persons 
so young as we are.” 

“ Ah, Charles, there lies my fear—God is just 


and holy, and the sou! that sinneth shall die. 


Seed 


—— 


We are accountable to him, and must appear 
at his awful judgiment-seat at the last day.— 
Since I heard the last sermon upon that text, 
“ Be ye also ready,” 1 have been very uneasy, 
for although I am young, I arn a great sinner !” 

“But, George, religion’s such a gloomy thing.” 

“Gloomy—no Charles, ‘t ‘s the very reverse, 
The Bible says, “Her ways are ways of pleas- 
aniness.” Hlowever, gloomy or lively, I am de- 
termined to seek its blessings, and then I shall 
be ready to die at any time.” 

The boys had now arrived at the extent of 
their walk. On their return home Charles was 
pensive and serious. The words “ be ye ready,” 
and the recent conyersation, had evidently im- 
pressed his mind. 

“I hope, George, said he the next morning, 
I have not forgotten your sermon yesterday, for 
it was indeed a sermon to me—I was certainly 
very thoughtless in expressing myself as I did, 
for learning is doubtless very valuable, and I 
hope I shall hereafter attend to it with greater 
diligenee than ever; but how valuable soever 
learning may be, yet religion is infinitely more 
inportant. Learning is useful for the present 


Maxims.—My Mother. 
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world, but religion prepares us for the world to 
come; how can I obtain it?” 

“There is but one way, Charles, and if you 
remember, it was explained to us towards the 
close of the sermon, when the minister said, 
and I really thought he spoke it to me in partic- 
ular: 

“Tender youth, ‘ Be ye also ready’—pray to 
the Holy Spirit to teach and instruct you—beg 
of him to give you a new heart;—let your 
names be enrolled among the Samuels, the Jo- 
siahs, the Timothys, who devoted themselves to 
God in early years; and, for your encourage- 
ment, listen to the words of the Great Jeho- 
vah, “I love them that love me, and these that 
seek me early shail find me.” 

“Now, Charles, if you and I attend to this 
advice, we shall find some important employ- 
ment for the approaching vacarron.” 


MAXIMS. 


Experience keeps a dear school. 

Dissembled holiness is double iniquity. 

Disputations leave truth in the middle, and 
party at both ends. 

Do what thou ought, come what can. 

Do well and doubt no man; do ill and doubt 
all men. 


—_—— 


MY MOTHER. 


My Mother's voice, how often ereep 
Its cadence en my lonely hours! 
Like healing scent on wings of sleep, 
Or dew to the unconscious flowers. 

I might forget her melting prayer, 
While pleasure’s pulses madly fly : 
But in the still unbroken air, 
Her gentle tones come stealing by. 
And years of sin and manhood flee, 
And leave me at my mother’s knee. 


The book of nature, and the print 
Of beauty on the whisp'ring sea, 
Give still to me some lineament, 
Of what I have been taught to be. 
My heart is harder, and perhaps 
My manliness has drunk upjtears, 
And there's a mildew in the lapse 
Of a few miserable years— 
But nature's book is even yet, 
With all my mother’s lessons writ. 


I have been out at eventide, 

BeneathJa moonlight sky of spring. 
When earth was garnished like a bride, 

And night had on her silver wing ; 
When bursting buds and diamend, grass, 

And waters leaping to the light, 
And all that make the pulses pass, 

With wilder fleetness, thronged the night ; 
When all was beauty, then have I, 

With friends on whom my love is flung, 
Like’myrrh, on wings of Araby, P 
Gazed up where evening lamp ts hung - 


And when the beauteous spirit there 
Flung over me its golden chain, 
My mother’s voice came on the air 
Like the light dropping of the rain ; 
And resting on some silver star, 
The spirit of a bended knee, 
I’ve pour’d her deep and fervent prayer, 
That our eternity might be 
To rise in Heaven like stars at night, 


And tread a living path of light. Por. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 7 
~- NEW-HAVEN, Jasvary 31, 1829. 
YALE COLLEGE. 


The last number of Professor Silliman’s “ Ameri- 
can Journal of Science,’’ contains a report “ on the 
Course of Instruction in Yale College, by a Commit- 
tee of the Corporation and Faculty,’’ that may be re- 
sorted to, and read with pleasure by all who have 
embarked any hope or zeal in the cause of education 
in our country. Particularly by those, who think of 
lending their patronage to this College, and would 
inform themselves of the principles which rule its 
professors ; as well as the old friends of the institu- 
tion, who will take pleasure in seeing her trium- 
phantly vindicated from the objections sometimes 
brought against her by ignorance or envy. The 
report is in shape a discussion of the popular but 
senseless clamour fer extending modern instruction 
into our Colleges, so as to substitute the study of 
snodern languages for the ancient classics. It came 
now by some means to be presented before the Cor- 
poration, in the form of a sober resolution—‘' That a 
committee be appointed to enquire into the expedien- 
cy of so altering the regular course of instruction in 
Yale College, as to leave out of said course the study 
of the dead languages." The faculty were requested 
by the committee to express their views on the pro- 
posed measure: and their answer, besides an able 
and pertineut reply to the enquiry in hand, embraces 
an exposition of the plan and purposes of a College 
education, which may be read with instruction and 
entertainment. 

In view of the relation which an elevated standard 
of education in our Colleges must ever bear to the 
taste and intelligence of the country, it will be grati- 
fying to every one who cares for its reputation, to 
have this cardinal question settled as it respects one, 
at least, of its first institutions. Considering the res- 
ponsibilities which our republic, in this political exper- 
iment at self-government, imposes in a new and pe- 
culiar manner on the citizen, how radically impor- 


tant is it that the intelligence, morality and piety of 
the people be fostered with assiduous care, and guar- 
ded witha jealous eye. But education is the leaven 
of the lump ;—and our educated men the channels 
through which it isto be distributed. Rulers, teach- 
ers and defenders are to be chosen from their ranks— 
the steward’s of our country’s civil and religious 
institutions ; the expounders of its golden princi- 
ples and canons. In view then of the tone which 
educated men are destined to impart to the intel- 
lectual and moral tenor of the mass; the constant 
demand ‘ere for the guidance of deep-drawn wisdom 
and native energy ; the every-day appeals under our 
new institutions, from history and precedent, to ele- 
wents and first principles—io the light of these reflec- 
tions, how do the modern superficial, labor-saving 
models of instruction dwindle before that which is, so 
far as it goes, thorough-going, fundamental, ‘‘ liberal.” 
The standard of education in our higher Colleges is 
not meant to be, and should not be, graduated to the 











College. 


wants of the common rank of citizens ; ample proyi- 
sion being made for a more partial and prescribeg 
course by the schools and gymuasia which are multi. 
plying around us. A sufficient answer is given ig 
‘‘new-modelling” projectors, in stating im the lap. 
guage cf the venerable President in the report before 
us, the appropriate object of a College—“* to lay the 
foundation of a superior education.” The minds which 
there receive their culture, are intended to sustain , 
different relation to the civil and social structure, 
They are to form the pillars of the edifice: and the 
column is not only to receive here its decorating 
members — the fine wrought capital and graceful base 
—but the fit and enduring proportions of the sbaft are 
also to be imparted. 

In reply to the unjust reproach so often brought ¢. 
gainst Colleges, from the ignorance of such as haye 
not bad the advantages of knowing, or the spleen of 
those who have, but want relief for having abused 
them, vis.: “‘ that the studies are not adapted to the 
spirit and wants of the age,”’ nor advanced in pro 
portion to the march of mind—we give the following 
quotations from the first part of the Report. 


“The guardians of the college appear to baye 
ever acted upon the principle, that it ought not 
to be stationary, but continually advancing: 
Some alteration has accordingly been pro 
ed, almost every year, from its first establish. 
ment. It is with no small surprise, therefore, 
we occasionally hear the suggestion, that our 
system is unalterable; that colleges were ori- 
ginally planned, in the days of monkish igno- 
rance; and that, ‘by being immovably moored 
to the same station, they serve only to measyre 
the rapid current of improvement which is pass- 
ing by them.’ 

“How opposite to all this, is the real state of 
facts, in this and the other seminaries in the 
United States. Nothing is more common, than 
to hear those who revisit the college, after a 
few years absence, express their surprise at the 
changes which have been made since they 
were graduated. Not only the course of stu- 
dies, and the modes of instruction, have been 
greatly varied: but whole sciences have, for 
the first time, been introduced; chemistry, 
mineralogy, geology, political economy, &c. 
By raising tbe qualifications for admission, the 
standard of attainment has been elevated.— 
Alterations so extensive and frequent, satis- 
factorily prove, that if those who are intrusted 
with the superintendence of the institution, 
still firmly adhere to some of its original fea- 
tures, it is from a higher eta than a blind 
opposition to salutary reform. 
we trust, will continue to be made, as rapidly 
as they can be, without hazarding the loss of 
what has been already attained.” 


iWay 


The following extracts from the second part, (® 
tributed to the pen of the learned Professor of La 
guages) are to the same point. 


“ From such representations as these, the im 
pression is left on the minds of many, that ov! 
colleges are, in every a cages respect, wha! 
they were when originally instituted; that the 
last persons to make improvements in educé 
tion, are those to whom education is a bus 
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le provi- ness; and particularly, that those who instruct 
scribed in colleges, surpass all others in stupidity, and 
re multi. are content to be forever grinding in the same 
given to mill, with their eyes fixed on the path in which 
the lap. they are constantly moving the same round. 
rt before jr is unnecessary here to go into a general de- 
© lay fenee of our colleges,—a few statements re- 
the cting this college will be sufficient. 


ds which No remark is more frequently made by those, 
Sustain who visit the college after the absence of some 
icture,— years, than that changes have been made for 
and the the betters and those who make the fullest in- 


COrating yestigation, are the most ready to approve 
eful base what they find. The charge, thercfore, that 
shaft are the college is stationary, that no efforts are 
made to accommodate it to the wants of the 
ange, that all exertions are for the purpose of 
ought a perpetuating abuses, and that the college is 
as have much the same as it was at the time of its 
pleen of foundation, are wholly gratuitous. The chan- 
abused ges in the country, during the last century, 
»d to the have not been greater than the changes in the 
| in pro college. These remarks have been limited to 
: Yale College, as its history is here best known ; 
allowing ge, ; 
po doubt, other colleges alluded to in the above 


qoigations, might defend themselves with equal 
tole Me su ? 


ght not — 

ancing: RELIGION OF THE TURKS. 

Prop {Communicated for the Religious Intelligencer, by the 
ablish. Rev. Mr. Brewer ] 

re fore, (Continued from page 557.) 

at our 


With Mahometans, theology and jurispru- 


7 dence, as with the Israelites of old, are inti- 
a mately blended together. The priest and the 
easuy judge appeal alike to the Koran and to the 


. eyamentaries of distinguished Moolahs, on that 
I “Book of the Law.” "The Moolahs, or doctors 
of the law, are next in rank to the Mufti. The 


ms Jnaums, or parish priests, stand in much the 
“f same relation to the furmer, as parochial cler- 
age gy totheir Bishop. The Cadis, or judges of 

b different ranks, are taken from both classes. 
e~ _ The Sheiks, are preachers, who sometimes de- 
f stu- claim very earnestly against the corruption of 
qn morals. The Dervishes, correspond to the 
ie monks of other religions. In general they are 
iy esteemed as persons of uncommon sanctity.— 
art Like the monks of the Eastern and Catholic 
.*o. churches, they are agg however, the worst 
i _ class of the people. There were said to be 


twelve orders of them, one of which has been 


oom suppressed, in consequence of its connexion 
ao with the Janissaries. 
ae The different orders of clergy at Constanti- 
blind vople, are estimated at from 10 to 30,000. If 
‘a recent accounts may be credited, to their 
; div ecclesiastical, civil and literary character, they 
ary are about to add the military, having been sum- 
outa moned by the Sultan, to put on “the war tur- 
ban.” They monopolize most of the little learn- 
t, (a ing which is found in the country, and are sup- 


f La 





posed to be from principle, hostile to the pro- 
gress of civilization and political reform. If 
the Sultan is decided on following up his pres- 


. ent enlightened policy, it is possible he might 
pe prefer that they should take the place of his 
be regular troops, in “the fore front of the hottest 
at the battle.” 

duce ‘ 


The dancing and the howling dervishes are 


bust those least known to Europeans. Both of these, 
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I have seen engaged at their peculiar worship, 
for such their extravagant movements and out- 
cries are considered. 

The dancing dervishes have a well endowed es- 
tablishment almost under the paiace walls of one 
of the foreign ambassadors in Pera. I saw noth- 
ing in their semi-weekly whirling, which an\ac- 
tive lad would not svon be capable of rivalling. 
An intelligent English gentleman who accom- 
panied me to the place of their exhibition, 
thought the description given of them by Dr. 
Clark and other travellers, was much too bigh- 
ly colored. 

The howling dervishes I first saw in a miser- 
able hovel, just without Pera. Their exhibi- 
tions however were far inferior in point of skill 
to those of another and more numerous com- 
pany in Scutari. I was struck however with 
the surpassing beauty of the “rams’ skins dy- 
ed red,” on which the three princial personages 
were seated. ‘That of the Superior, in partic- 
ular, was of the deepest crimson, and would 
have been an ornament around the gorgeous 
Israelitish tabernable. 

The Scutari dervishes, I visited in company 
with Mr. Jones, late teacher of Mathematics 
on board the Constitution frigate, and now a 
Tutor in Yale College. (This gentleman, it is 
hoped will soon favor the public with the results 
of his extended observations during a three years 
cruise in the Mediterranean.) After having 
gone through with their introductory devotions, 
which they did kneeling upon their sheep skin 
they began moving their bodies backwards a 
forwards, accompanied with a swine like noise. 
They differ from those of Pera, in commen- 
cing while in the sitting posture. Afler a pause 
however, they stood up, and soon their rapid 
movements, the distortions of their features 
and their howlings, established their claims to 
be worthy followers of the priests of Baal. By 
many it is believed that these rites are in reality 
of heathen origin. Those who have witnessed 
the ravings of the epileptic, or the mad man, 
can form the best idea of their appearance.— 
When several of these fits had gone by, a new 
exhibition was brought forward on account of 
the strangers present. What preceded, had 
heen only their regular weekly devotions. 

Inthe additional exercise, besides the musi- 
cians, two or three of the principal performers 
presented themselves in the midst, holding large 
iron spikes and mallets, hung around with 
chains. Brandishing these in their hands, as 
they danced to the music, they pretended from 
time to time, yetin avery awkward manner, to 
drive the nails into various parts of their bod- 
ies. That it was not altogether a farce, was 
evident from the wounded cheek which the 
principal actor exhibited with a smile, when in 
conclusion, he came to demand pay vent for 
this extra service. 

The closing services were of an ordinary char- 
acter, and appeared to be intended for the ben- 
efitof thesick. Vessels of water and perhaps 
of other liquids, were brought in and handed 
to each of the dervishes in order. Over these 
they muttered their prayers, and afterwards 
breathed into them. The same ceremonies 
were likewise performed with various garments 
which were in like manner passed around ~ 
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Church Discipline. 


{J AN 


Next the sick of all ages, from the old man | those who were never in covenant with God and hijs 


down to the infant of a few days, were present- 
ed before them. They were laid one by one on 
the sacred skin in the east, around which their 
prayers had been concentrated. The superior 
then passing his foot over the whole person, 
trod twice upon the body and breast, evidently 
with all his weight. Whether any support was 
laced by the feet of the children, 1 could not 
sure, though he was some time busied in ad- 
justing their garments and position. Durin 
the ceremony, not even the youngest exhibite 
any symptom of uneasiness. 

Vhenever any new dervishes entered during 
the exercises, the superior either gave them 
his hand to kiss, or received them with a cor- 
dial embrace. During the whole time also, 
spectators were coming and going, or engaged 
in conversation, with no other emétions than 
those of pleasure, expressed in their counte- 
nances. The same remark will apply to the 
females, who were not wholly concealed from us 
by the lattice work of the galleries. We wit- 
nessed none of those expressions of grief, which 
other observers suppose they have discovered. 

In different parts of the city, are to be seen 
covered tombs of the most holy of the dervish- 
es. Some of these are reputed to have laid up 
for others such a superabundance of good works 


as will be available by them during hundreds of 


years to come. Multitudes are accustomed to 
resort to their tombs for this purpose. and to 
kindle their lamps around them. The iron grat- 


ings of the windows are filled likewise with | 


shreds of garments, which the sick have sent 
thither, in expectation of thus obtaining some 
relief from their diseases. 

Many of the dervishes wear a long conical 
eap, and robe of a peculiar form. Others do 
not differ in their dress and apparently not in 
their ordinary employments, from the great 
body of the people. The former class, derive 
their support partly from permanent funds, and 
partly from the present credulity of the Mus- 
sulman, as well as the curiosity of the Chris- 
tian. 

(To be continued.) 


For the Religions Intelligencer. 
CHURCH DISCIPLINE. 


Mr. Whiling—\In No. 3d of your useful paper, for 
1828, page 40th, is an article headed Church Disei- 
pline, which} read with much regret, as | do every 
thing which ] view contrary to the Gospel. I indulg- 
ed the hope, that some able pea would immediately 
be employed to answer it ; but my hope has not been 
realized. Unwilling the article should pass without 
notice, | offer the following as an answer. 

The writer of that article, very warmly condemns 
the practice, which some, whom he is pleased to style 
ema. ahem sy professors,”’ pursue towards per- 
s0n8 excdinmiunicated from the Church; viz. nof to 
associate with them, eat with them, or give them the 
righthand. 1 do not intend voticing all this writer 
has said, as this would consume more time than [can 
devote to it at present and more space in your paper 
than you will be willing to allow me. 

The writer's remarks on the Ist Cor. 5 ii. are not 
very definite, and that | perfectly understand them, | 
am not sure. Some of his remarks lead me to sup- 
pose, that he considers the words, with such an one, 
no nol to eal, as equivalent to a direction to treat ex- 


communicated persons as sinners of the wold, or! 




















people. He says, the Apostle “ directs the unhappy 
subject of Church censure, to be treated as a may of 
the world, during his state of suspension.” And yet 
he says this direetion was in conformity to a Jewish 
custom, ‘‘ not to eat with an heathen, not ever wit) 
a Samaritan.” If this be the wrifer’s meaning, hp 
must consider the expressions, nol lo eat, not litera} 
and that the Jews did not literally abstain from eat. 
ing with a heathen or Samaritan. Bat this f shoutg 
think no man could persuade himself to believe. The 
contiection in which these words stand, evidently 
teaches that a differericé of treatment is fo be obsery. 
ed towards excommunicated persons and persons of 
the world. J wrote unto you in an epistle not to com. 
pany with fornicators, yel not altogether with the for. 
nicators of this world, or with the covetous, §c. for ther 
must ye needs go out of the world ; that is, you ma 

have some familiar intercourse with the wicked of 
this world ; those who have never been in covenant 
with God and his people Bul now Ihave written wp. 
to you, not lo keep company if any man that is called g 
brother be a fornicator, or covetous, &c. with such an 
one, no notte eat. Plainly the apostle here teaches, 
that the excommunicated person is to be treated ing 
manner different from sinners of the world. 

From other remarks I am led to think the tri/e 
understands the direction, no not to eat, as sone oth- 
ers do, as synonimous with not to commune wif bin 
at the Lord’s table. Excommunication, he says, 
“ does cut him off from church privilege, so long a; 
the offence remains. To suppose that exclusion fron 
the communion table is meant, is making the apost) 
say in reality nothing. Excommunicateon implies ex. 
clusion from the Lord’s table. Did the inspired apos. 
tle tell the church, that they must not come to the 
communion table with an excommunicated person! 
Who among them did not know this ? 

But again. This view of the subject makes the 
apostle say to the Church at Corinth, you may com 
mune with scandalous persons of the world. Let us 
read the passage with the substitution of the word 
commune. This is certainly an unobjectionable way 
of deciding the matter. J wrote unto you in an epir 
ile not to keep company, nor to commune at the Lord: 
table with fornicators, yet not allogether with the forni- 
cators of this world, or with the coretous, &c. but now 
have I written unto you not to keep company, if any 
man, thal is called a brother be a fornicator or coretous ; 
—with such an one, no not to commune at the Lord's 
table. 

The construction given, in the article in question, 
on the direction of the Saviour to his disciples; Let 
him be unto thee asa heathen man, and a publican, | 
think is also incorrect, and for the following reasons, 
Ist. The disciples had been educated, notonly to 
shun the society of heathen men and publicans, but 
also not lo eat with them. Under such circumstances 
the words of the Saviour would be perfectly obvious 
to them ;—treat him as you have been accustomed to 
treat those characters, from your childhood. To sup- 
pose the Saviour meant, that they should treat the ex- 
communicated person as he had treated heathen men, 
and publicans, would be making his direction to a- 
mount to nothing. His words would read thus: //4e 
neglect to hear the Church, then treat him just as you 
do the world ; eat and associate with him just as you do 
with sinners of the world. This, in my view, wouy 
destroy the whole force of the Saviour’s direction.— 
2d. Other passages of scripture strengthen the idea 
that the Saviour meant more than the writer in ques 
tion supposes. Withdraw yourselves from every broth 
er that walketh disorderly. Note that man and have 
company with him. that he may be ashamed. With 
such an one, no nol to cal, ana similar passages, | think 
are strong corroborating proofs, that the Saviour 
meant to teach more than the writer supposes : an’ 
thet we sheuld not company with exconenunicat’’ 








(Jax, 


and his 
nhappy 


rsons, oor eat with them at the common table.— 
hese passages, in my view, furnishes us with a true 
key to the Saviour’s words. 


wey of The writer of the article evidently supposes, that 
: Seuun we cannot treat excommunicated persons, as | under- 
en witl stand the Saviour, and the apostle, to direct without 
ing he possessing a wicked spirit. He asks if excommuni 
’ literal, cation ig." to close every avenue to the common sym- 
Om eat. pathieg.of the soul ?’’ Might not a similar obligation 
should be made to excommunication itself? Such au objec- 
é. Th tion has often been made. If I mistake not, chris- 
ridenthy tians may do all their duty with right affections ;,may 
obsery treatan excommunicated person, as directed by the 
rsons of Saviour and the apostle, with love for his soul, and 
to eik the highest sympathies for his condition. Cannot a 
the for. father chastise a disobedient child, without closing ev- 
for ihe ery avenue to the common sympathies of his soul ?— 
ou Mars Canaot the physician amputate the limb of his pa- 
“ked a tient, without first banishing every sympathy of his 
>venant soul? We ought to let the excommunicated person 
lien wn. know, that we harbor no unkind feeling towards him, 


called g put that we act from a sense of duty, and design bis 
much an good ; that we wish to keep him in remembrance of 
leaches pis sin, till he is ashamed of it, and humbled before 
ted in a God and man. 

The writer supposes that the course of treatment, 
towards an excommunicated person, now recommen- 





# mdone ded ealculated to harden, rather than reclaim him. 
ag Viva meverse was true in respect to the case at Co | 
© says A faithful compliance with Paul’s direction, 
one a; ed the incestuous man. Such would, I think, 
n fren be the result of the same treatment in most cases, if 
apostl christians were united in their practice. Nothing is 
lies er. better calculated than sucha course of treatment to 
d apos. produce so desirablea result. By it we are reproving 
to the the excluded person, every time he sees us, or thinks 
erson ! of us. l 

A mistake is evidently made by the writer He 
‘es the supposes that some . zealous christian professors” 
+ om wold carry their views on this subject so far as to 


7 “segarate the husband from the wife, the parent from 















es the child, and brother from brother.” I never knew | 
Je way any, however zealous, who supposed the direction of | 
10 epis the Saviour and his apostle, to effect the family capa. 
urs city. In the family state, there are previous obliga- 
e forni- tions which must not be violated. For the members 
at eee ofa family to forsake each other's society, and refuse 
if any (0 come together at the common table, would be a vi- 
sates olation of the divine commands, relating to their sev- 
Rasd's _ eral duties.—This is an exception to the general ryle. 
From what has now been said, I infer— 
estion, : Ist. That the doctrine I here advocate, and which 
<: Let many “ zealous christian professors”’ believe, is “the 
con, 1 doctrine of the Holy Bible,” and not “ the doctrine of 


_ the Holy see,” —“ the doctrine of Christ,” and not “a 
" superstition of the Catholic Church.” And I confi- 
dently believe such doctrine did ‘ originate from the 
‘compassionate Savior of man,” and “‘ was ever pro- 
mulgated by his apostles.” 2d. That the direction, 
With such an one, no not to eat, does ‘not chill the 
soul of many well-meaning christians,” who believe 
t, nor “ steel the heart against every tender emotion 
foward the unhappy subject of Church censure.”’— 
hristians, who believe this doctrine, do it froma 
ense of duty, and a desire to reclaim their wander- 
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nnd In conclusion, I would ask if there be not danger of 
ashalle par endeavoring to evade the directions of Scripture 


0 this subject, because the duty is an extremely 
lf-denying one ? No CaTHoLic. 
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| broth BIBLE CLASS SOCIETY IN YALE COLLEGE. 

ave) 7 ‘The members of the Theological Department of Yale 
Wik “Uollege, have organized a Bible Class Society uader the 

think Hh Gulowing CONSTITUTION. 
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s:ond 9B, Artiere J. This association shall be called 





cated 
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eicaL Department tx Yate Cotuece, Aux- 
iliary to the American Bible Class Society. 

Arar. Il. It shall be the object of this Soci- 
ety to collect, and disseminate information con- 
cerning Bible Classes and Sabbath Schools; 
to ascertain the best modes of conducting and 
extending them and by every practicable metb- 
od to promote the intelligent study of the Scrip- 
tures. 

Arr. III. Any person connected with the 
Theological Department, and any Tutor of 
Yale College, may become a member of this 
Society, by subscribing the Constitution. Hen- 
orary members may be proposed and elected at 
any stated meeting. 

Art. IV. A President, who shall be a Pro- 
fessor in the Theological Department, and a 
Counnittee of two from each class, shal! be elec- 
ted by ballot at the annual meeting. The Com- 
mittee on the evening of their election, shall 
choose by ballot from their own body, a chair- 
man and secretary, who shall be Vice-Presi- 
dent and Secretray of the Society. The Treas- 
urer of the Society of Christian Research shall 
be ex-officio Treasurer of this Society, and 
shall make report at the expiration of his office. 

Art. V. Itshall be the duty of the Com- 
mittee to designate individuals of their number 
to furnish a report at each stated meeting, on 
some topic connected with the general objects 
of the Society, selected by the Cormmittee.— 
The persons that are designated shall write, 
each his own report, in a convenient book pro- 
vided for the purpose, and to it subscribe his 
name; aud this book of reports shall be care- 
fully preserved by the Secretary.—This Com- 
mittee shall also, through their Chairman, ex- 
hibit an annual report at the anviversary of the 
Society of Christian Research, which shall em- 
body the results of their previous investigations, 
and be recorded in their book of reports. 

Art. VI. The annual and stated meetings 
of the Society shall be held on the same eve- 
nings with the annual and stated meetings of 
the Society of Christian Research, immediate- 
ly preceding them. Each stated meeting shall 
be opened with prayer. Special meetings may 
be called by the Committee. 

Arr. VII. This Constitution may be amend- 
ed or altered by a vote of three fourths of the 
members present at any stated meeting. 


There exists also among the students of this 
Departinent, a Moral and Theological Society, 
which meets every other week, for the discus- 
sion of questions connected with morals and 
religion. {[thasa library of more than 500 vol- 
umes. A Society for Christian Research was 
formed three or four years since, the object of 
which is, to acquire and diffuse information 
respecting the promotion and extengion of 
Christianity. , 





Extract of a letter from Rev. Mr. Foote, to the Ed 
itor of the Baptist Register, dated Busti, Cata- 
raugus County, Dec. 17, 1828. 

This isa new country, not long since redeem- 
ed from nature’s rudeness, but since it began to 
be settled, it has increased very fast. The fer- 
tility of the land, and other objects of profit, 
have induced many of our eastern fricnds to 


te Beste Crass Society or rae Taeoro- ' seek an liabitation here. 
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But so rapid has been the increase of the pop- 
ulation, that it cannot with propriety be called a 
scattered community, although it isa new coun- 
try. Perhaps seven-eighths of the inhabitants 
have not passed the meridian of life, and with 
but very few exceptions, the people are healthy, 
laborious, and enterprising ; but the care of the 
soul has been too much neglected. But thanks 
be to God, he has not left himself without wit- 
ness. He has remembered his word, that ‘the 
wilderness should rejoice and blossom as the 
rose,’ and that ‘waters should break out in the 
wilderness, and streams in the desert.’ 

About eight years since, the Lord was pleas- 
ed to send one of his servants into this country, 
(Elder Wilson,) to direct the attention of the 
people to Christ, the friend of sinners, and ac- 
companying the story of Calvary with the Holy 
Spirit, quite a number believed and were bap- 
tized, and associated together in gospel order. 
He labored for a season, and went home to the 
East. The little church was left without the 
preaching of the gospel, with the exception of 
the labors of Elder Paul Davis, an aged minis- 
ter, who we think we can say in truth, preach- 
ed and prayed, and ‘sung himself away to ev- 
erlasting bliss.’ The morning be died, he call- 
ed his children around him, and sung several 
hymns of praise to his Almighty Father, rose 
up, walked out of the house, and in a few min- 
utes his soul took its flight to the realms of glo- 
ry. Thusa large extent of country was left 
without any one to break the bread of life to 
them. At this time error from all quarters, and 
in almost every form, seemed to pour in upon 
the people, and infidelity stalked abroad at noon 
day, unblushing. But God preserved his peo- 
ple, and would not suffer his elect to be deceiv- 
ed. Thus I found things a little over a year a- 

, when I hope the Lord directed my footsteps 
into this region, through the prayers of the 
saints. I began trying to comfort the saints, by 
telling them that our spiritual Joseph was yet 
alive, and that his treasures were inexhaustible, 
and that though he had hid his face a little from 
them for a season, yet with everlasting kind- 
ness would he have mercy upon them. I also 
tried to warn sinners of the danger of listening 
to vain philosophy, and the cunning craftiness 
of men, whereby they lay in wait to deceive.— 
They seemed at first to consider me as one that 
cued, and would to this day, if the Lord had 
not left us aseed. But the disciples prayed, 
and the Lord heard their prayer, and has shed 
down some mercy drops on Zion’s thirsty hill. 
Twenty-three have in the judgment of charity, 
been made the subjects of free, rich, and sove- 
reign grace, and have pleasantly bowed their 
necks to the yoke of Christ. 

There appears to be an increasing solemnity 
on theéAands of the people, and we hope that, 
through divine grace, we shall soon have the 
unspeakable happiness of receiving many more 
into our little number, who shall praise the Re- 
deemer for his unbounded mercy to the chief of 
sinners. 


REVIVAL IN NEW-JERSEY. 


A letter from a gentleman in New-Jersey to 
the Editors of the N. Y. Obs., says, “‘ The Lord 
is drawing near, to bless our State. In seven 


Dying Hours of Dr. Chester. 
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or eight congregations belonging to our de. 
nomination, it may be said that there is a rey}. 
val of religion. Our Methodist brethren gre 
also blest in their labors. The enterprises of 
benevolence which have been commenced 
among us, succeed well. Our citizens are 
awaking to the importance of education, eng 
especially to the importance of having compe. 
tent teachers.” 


From the Albany Christian Register, 
DYING HOURS OF DR. CHESTER. 


The following is taken from a letter to a gentlemay 
in Albany, giving notice of the death of Dr. Chestey 
and some particulars of his last days. ’ 


Partape pata, 12th Jan. 1829, 

My Dear Srr,—My letter of yesterday men. 
tioned the weak state of body, but the happy 
state of mind, of our dear friend, the Rev. Dr. 
Chester: and this day, it is my painful duty tp 
announce, that the spirit of this man of God, 
took its departure from the flesh, a short time 
before six, A. M. 

The night had been spent, till about fre 
o’clock, in a resting, with much sleep, Detter 
than had been the case for several mglts be. 
fore, and to those who were watching, *there 
was not the least apprehension, that the diss. 
lution was approaching for some time. As 
made communications in the night, there ws 
the clearest indications of the natural feeling 
of the mind, and a holy zeal for those who 
were dear to him. His exercises were often 
vented in prayer, audibly, whilst strength ad. 
mitted of exertion to be heard, and afterwards, 
in a way to be perfectly understood, though i 
the voice of a whisper. The church and the 
dear people of his charge, remained amongst 
the uppermost affections of his soul, and I have 
no doubt were remembered, and presented ata 
throne of grace, in the latest breathings of bis 
spirit. 

We have to say, my dear friend, that a great 
man has fallen in Israel; and one who, in the 
school of affliction, had made great progress in 
the divine life. Most peculiarly was he favored, 
as we consider, ina growth of grace ; his pray-— 
ers in the family seemed to be daily marked, by 
the increase of Divine influences. 
enly has been his latter days, and how little 
like dying has been his last moments! Though 
emaciated, and weak in body, the inward 
man was growing stronger and stronger, and 
strengthened with might by the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus was the theme; much did this pro- 
cious name dwell upon his lips, under an over- — 
whelming sense of his own unworthiness, and 
great complaint of his own unprofitableness. 
All of grace, would be his frequent exclama- 
tion ;—not unto us, not unto us, but to the prais 
and glory of rich, free and sovereign grace- 
The climax, and the topstone was—grace, grat 
unto it. The deepest humility and self abas 
ment, most evidently marked the exercise ¢ 
his soul, whilst he was strong in faith, givit! 
glory to God. It was frequently his expres 
ion, and most evidently his happiness to makt¥ - 
it, “I know in whom I have beloved: and at— 
peoneies that He is able to keep that which! F 

ave committed to him against that day.” 





How beay-— ® 





FRUITS OF HOME MISSIONS. 
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revi- of a letter from a Missionary of the Mas- 
nh are sachusetts Missionary Society. 

es of « Since my stay here, I have seen the fearful 
enced saves Of intemperance rolied back; I have 
* are Ten the Sabbath recognized with order and 


decency } I have seen those that had jeered at 
I truth, listen with trembling interest; I 
have seen flocks of children, who have been 
Sabbath-day pests of neighborhoods, assembled 


x: with riety of deportment in a Sabbath 
AR. School ; t have seen a respectable congrega- 
tle tion assemble from Sabbath to Sabbath, in a 
we: where moles and bats had been almost 
' Bthe sole tenants; I have seen libraries estab- 
Jished, where they were before unknown ; and 
320, 1 have seen the mind of a people gradually en- 
men- J lightened, elevated and refined ; and last, not 
happy jeast, I have beheld a few drops of divine grace 
V. Dr. contin the special mercy of God—would that 
uty t0 Bi: might be a prelude toa shower! Our little 
God, Bi jety is constantly assuming a more consoli- 
| time Rated form; and many that were halting in 
inion whether we should abide, seem now 
t five GM, <ggnt upon our standing. We are how- 
Detter ver b@at a little band, in the midst of those, in 
rts be. hoe} friendship we cannot have the fullest 
Pe onfidence.— Bost. Rec. 
a WESTERN RESERVE. 
elings Extract of a letter from a missionary in Ash- 
- who ff tabula County, Ohio, to the Secretary of the 
ofter I Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connec- 
h ad- icut, dated Dec. 31, 1828. 
wards, “It should also be known as a powerful en- 
igh ia teuragement to ministers to come into this coun- 
4 the ry—and a preasing call to have them sent ; that 
ongst we have now a fair prospect of enjoying a scene 
‘have feof revival. The fields are surely white ; and 
d ata f there were laborers there would doubtless be 
of bis (2 great harvest. A powerful revival has been 
Some time in progress in Claridon—where Mr. 
great & Myron Tracy i recently, been sottled. The 
in the | Lopeful conversions exceea 50. The contigu- 
ess in ® ©US towns,—Berton—Huntsburgh—and Ham- 
vored,@ Sen—share in the work. Madison presents 
pray-§ pleasing indications; and if they had now the 
od, by #abors of a minister whom they could unite in 
beay-f ling, they would probably be blessed with a 
 Jittle — Pevival. There are also great appearances of 
hough f fevival in Geneva—Austinburg and Kingsville. 
r»ward | # have little doubt that we are to witness such 
r, and enes as have not been known here for many | 
Spirit. | wears, if ever. 
8 pro- | is is now a most interesting region—full of 
“over: mise; and yet deplorably destitute of the 
3, and means of securing the expected blessing. Ma- 
eness. ®Y Churches here are ripe for the settlement of 
lama- unisters ; and it is of inconceivable importance 
prais they should have them. af 
Ace: man said recently that he felt willing to 


ve up his whole farm—a very valuable one— 
her than be longer without a minister. This 

only a specimen of what is felt in some places, 

hd not by a few individuals. 

You know our wants—publish them to the 
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1829.] Fruits of Heme Missions.— Western Reserve.—Obituary. STS 


are now mourning in Zion. The plain truth 
must be told—and must be felt. Here is most 
pressing want of ministers—churches are wait- 
ing with open arms to receive them. With 
some aid from the Missionary Society, this 
Presbytery might settle at least siz ministers as 
soon as suitable men could come. I include 
those only that are now prepared and waiting 
anxiously for men to appear. Can you send as 
these expected men? If so, do it without de- 
lay.”’----Conn. Obs. 





WEST TENNESSEE. 


Extract from a Narrative of the state of religion 
in the bounds of the Syncd of West Tennessee, 
Oct. 1828. 


Several interesting revivals of religion have 
occurred during the last year; some of which 
are now progressing. Many have been added 
tothe church, who, a few months since, were 
the willing captives of Satan; and something 
has been done to arrest the crying sins of the 
land. 

The Synod were gratified to hear of the in- 
teresting state of religion in some parts of the 
Cherokee and Chickasaw tribes of Indians; 
and they rejoice in the belief, that if these al- 
ready too much abused people can be permit- 
ted to remain on the land of their forefath- 
ers, the day is not very distant when they 
will become a truly civilized and Christian peo- 
ple. 

Some of our presbyteries have with a com- 
mendable zeal adopted measures to promote 
the more strict observance of the Christian 
Sabbath, and also to put down intemperance, 
that monster, which is slaying around us his 
thousands and tens of thousands. Considera- 
ble attention is likewise excited on the subject 
of educating pious young men for the gospel 
ministry. The Synod was much cheered in 
learning the happy effects which have resulted 
from the agreement into which they entered at 
their sessions at Nashville last October. A 
goodly number of the members of our church, 
as well as others who are not professors of re- 
ligion, have adopted the plan of entire abstinence, 
and meet with far less difficulty in carrying it 
into execution, than was anticipated. Some 
very pleasing facts have come to our knowl- 
edge, which, were it proper to mention, would 
gladden the heart of every friend of temper- 
ance, and animate him to go forward in the 
good work. The intemperate man has been re- 
formed, and now sits a humble diseiple at the 
feet of Jesus. 


—— a 
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— Obituary. | 


DIED—In this city, on Monday the 26thi yotant, 
Dr. Nataaw Smit, senior Professor in thé .+<dical 
Department of Yale College, aged 65. The death of 
Dr. Smith is a great public calamity, and his loss will 
be extensively felt, for he was extensively known, 
and wherever known, he was esteemed and valued. 
Not merely on account of superior skill and attain- 
ments in his profession, but as a gentleman of un- 
bounded philanthropy and goodness of heart. We 
trust a memoir of one s0 distinguished in his pro- 
fession will be given to the public in proper time. 


— 











pres 
inal @urches—and to young men—preparing and 
id at} #epared to come—and if you can be instru- 
hich! Pntal in sending forward one faithful minister, 


4 'y Will have the grateful thanks of many who 





In this city, on the 24th inst. Mr. Joseph Alley, aged 


@ 97; Mr. Joba Hitchcock, aged 36. 
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CATHARINE BROWN. 





The following lines on the death of Catharine 
Brown, a Cherokee Christian convert, were commu- 
nicated for the Philadelphian as the product of an 
ludian. This will give them additional iaterest. 


Au Cherokee, where is the daughter of Brown? 
She’s resting beneath the tall tree, 

But her spirit, so spotless, has silently flown 
Far away ; to Galviatitichi.” 

Death mark’d her his prey in the blossom of youth, 
From his grasp no kind angel could save ; 

And innocence, meekness, religion and truth, 
All slumber in Catharine’s grave. 


The heralds of grace drop affectidnate tears, 
The maids of the forest all mourn ; 

E’en the heart of the warrior is sad when he hears, 
The flower of the valley is gone. 

Thou foet of the Indians, who love the true God, 
Who have come from the Arkansaw wave, 

To stain thy sharp arrows in Cherokee’s blood ; 
Step softly o’er Catharine's grave. 


Ah! who is this youth, in whose bosom the fire 
Of charity rises so high? 
Who ardently pants in the land of his sire, 
To labour for Jesus, and die! 
This youth is the brother beloved of the maid, 
Who sleeps in the dark narrow cave ; 
He hastes to the wood where in childhoed he played, 
To preach beside Catharine’s grave. 


Ye daughters who dwell in the pleasant green shade, 
Whom Catharine tenderly loved, 

She bade you repent. For your pardon she prayed, 
And wept when she saw you unmoved ' 

No more will she point you to Calvary’s scenes, 
Or tell you that Jesus will save, 

Come, chaunt your sad dirges in sorrowful strains, 
As ye stand around Catharine's grave. 


Though cold be her pillow and dark her abode, 
As the shades which at eventide play, 
Invisible spirits encircle her sod, 
And watch her slow, mouldering clay. 
How great is the joy of that heavenly choir, 
On each silent and beautiful eve, 
When to Jesus’ praise they wake the sweet lyre, 
As they stand around Catharine's grave. 


Their notes softly sound through the silence of night, 
** Dear Saviour all praise shall be thine,”’ 

Ere long, in bright glory the gospel's pure light 
On each Cherokee’s dwelling shal! shine. 

And when, at the voice of Galvlatitichi, 
The dead their lone mansions shall leave, 

A form wrapt in garments of light we shall see 
Arising from Catharine's grave. 





* The Cherokee name of the true God. { The Osa- 
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Poetry—Catharine Brown.—Covenant of Grace. 
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COVENANT OF GRACE, 


“The idea which we form of a covenant, is that of 
a contract between two parties on certain terms ay 
conditions agreed upon between both. But the cove. 
nant of God, as to man, can never be thus under. 
stood ; uoless it be with the God-man, Christ Jesy, 
its surety. The covenant of redemption, or of grace 
is not made with man, or with believers, but for them 
and on their behalf with Christ Jesus. They wer, 
sinners, ard assuch, had nothing to offer. Fallen man 
was totally unworthy, and as unmeet, to approac) 
unto God, much less to covenant with God; he could 
offer no terms of reconciliation, and could promise to 
no terms of obedience. The covenant of God to may 
must always, therefore, be considered as a constity. 
tion of sovereign grace in and through the Lord Jo, 
sus Christ, in which the eternal God absolutely prom. 
ises al) blessings in and through him, who was to be 
the purifying sacrifice, the propitiation :—which bles. 
sings are freely given to sinners ; and being actually 
given only to believing sinners, that faith itself 
whereby they believe unto salvation, is its first gif, 
Whatsoever, therefore, may be implied ia a covenant. 
between man and man, when the holy God is said ty 
make a covenant with man; it can only imply the 
making one the whole of that system, or constitution, 
or promise of grace, thus confirmed by the great pu 
rifying Sacrifice, with all its blessings absolatey and 
freely."—Rev. WW, Goode’s Essays. 





PRAYER FOR SEAMEN. 


A letter from a correspondent, who witnessed wii! 
he relates, contains the following remark and state. 
ment.—“‘If any further proof of Mr. E.’s concen 
for the spiritual interests of seamen were necessary 
the following might be offered.—At the meeting of 
the General Assembly, previous to his death, a day 
of humiliation, thanksgiving and prayer was a)- 
pointed, aud differest officers of «the church, wo 
were not mombers of the Acsembly, were tivil- 
ed to attend. The forenoon was devoted to pray- 
er and praise, and reading certain portions of 
Scripture. Atter one or more prayers had been of- 
fered, in which no notice was taken of seamen, the 
venerable father Eastburn arose, and with an angel- 
ic countenance, and a face flushed with holy zeal ex- 
claimed—‘ O Moderatot. might I request that some 
notice woukl be taken*of the poor seamen” A 
thrilling sensation pervaded the Assembly, and it is 
unnecessary to say the poor seamen were taken notice 
of in the remaining prayers.” 





Letters received at the Office of the Religious Intelligew 
cer during the week ending Jan. 28th 1829. 


Moses Lord; Anson Barber: Joseph Cowan ; F. 
S. Robinson; Rev. Stephen Martindale; Joseph 
Smith; Rene Cook; Elizabeth Brooks; Amasa 
Spencer: Sally Manning; Z W. Calif; Rev. Thos. 
Brown; Rev. B. Kelloge ; William Clark; D. & J, 





Ames; S. Rice ; Doct. W. Beardsley ; Samuel! Hedg- 


es; Asa Starkweather; Thos. W. Gibb; B. Hickox: 
Zalmon Stores; Henry Buckingham; Thos. 0. H./ 
Croswell ; Merritt Welton ; James Reed. 
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